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Fighting AMR Takes More Than Scientists and Medicine:
Why Media Matters Now More Than Ever

Practice Insight

One often overlooked factor in the fight against AMR is the information ecosystem. Media
professionals play a critical role in shaping public understanding of antibiotics and antimicrobial
resistance— influencing care-seeking behavior, shaping trust in diagnostics, and affecting clinical
decision-making across the healthcare system.

In many settings—particularly in low- and middle-income countries—AMR competes with more
immediate health concerns and rapidly circulating social media narratives. When antimicrobial
resistance receives limited attention, or when messages about antibiotics lack context and
nuance, stewardship efforts can be weakened.

When a child is sick, the immediate priority may not seem like resistance trends. Yet
understanding which antibiotics will work—and which will nhot—can mean the difference between
rapid recovery and prolonged illness. This underscores why appropriate diagnosis and
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stewardship matter both now and for the future.

Strengthening the AMR response therefore requires more than technical guidance; it requires an
informed public environment. Building that environment means equipping media professionals
with accurate, practical knowledge about diagnostics, appropriate antimicrobial use, and
stewardship principles so that public communication supports clinical and health system
decision-making.

The AMR response depends not only on diagnostics and prescribing — but on the
information environment surrounding them.

Workforce Activation Beyond Clinical Audiences: Somaliland Case
Example

In Somaliland, media engagement has emerged as a practical extension of AMR workforce
activation. Radio, television, and digital platforms play a central role in shaping public awareness
and health behaviors. In settings where misinformation and self-medication contribute to
inappropriate antibiotic use, strengthening media engagement is essential to support
antimicrobial stewardship at the community level.

Multiple media organizations—including Abraar Media Group, Xaashi Media, Mayrac
Media, Daljir TV and Radio, Universal TV, and independent contributors—have enrolled in
the AMR Global Health Academy course on Media and Antimicrobial Stewardship. Participants
were motivated by a growing recognition of their responsibility in shaping public health
communication. Many expressed a desire to improve the accuracy of health reporting, address
misinformation, and better understand the broader impact of antibiotic misuse on communities.
A structured outreach and onboarding approach supported participation, ensuring individual
registration, course completion, and certification. This facilitation model demonstrates how
workforce activation can extend beyond hospitals and laboratories into the broader information
ecosystem.

Early reflections have been action-oriented. Survey findings indicate that all participants
recognized AMR as a serious public health threat linked to antibiotic misuse, and committed to
applying their knowledge through their media platforms. Participants highlighted plans to
develop evidence-informed stories, conduct expert interviews, and use social media responsibly
to promote appropriate antibiotic use. The training modules addressing misinformation and
digital narratives were particularly valued.

As one participant, Abdisalan Ali Ismail
(Mayrac Media Somaliland), noted:

“As journalists, we have the power to
save lives. Raising awareness about
AMR today can protect communities
tomorrow.”




Dr. Luchuo Bain (AMR Community Engagement Faculty) added - "Effective AMR
stewardship begins in communities—not clinics. If we are to reach vulnerable
populations, media must move from the margins to the center of knowledge, trust,
and action. When media professionals understand the role of diagnostics and
appropriate antibiotic use, they don‘t just inform—they strengthen equitably the
entire continuum of care.”

AMR starts where people live and ends where people act—yet we continue to overlook the one
force that reaches them all: the media. If AMR is driven by behaviours in communities, then
media—shaping knowledge, trust, and action—becomes the most strategic, yet underused, pillar
of the response. From first symptoms to treatment decisions, AMR is shaped in communities,
making media, with its reach and influence, one of the most powerful and underleveraged forces
in stewardship.

The AMR Information Ecosystem
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Media professionals represent frontline actors in shaping the environment within
which diagnostics and clinical decisions operate. As countries move from AMR
commitments to operational delivery, integrating media engagement into national
strategies will be essential to sustaining stewardship gains and reinforcing
diagnostic-informed care.

Explore related AMR Academy modules on diagnostics and stewardship —
The AMR Global Health Academy
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